
THE REZ SISTERS

The Rez Sisters is a two-act play by Cree Canadian writer Tomson Highway, first performed on November 26, , by Act
IV Theatre Company and Native.

The varied cast of characters includes Marie-Adele Starblanket who has 14 children and is diagnosed with the
onset of cancer and later expresses her true fears of dying. But the play, which will soon tour throughout
Western Canada, also marks a turning point in native arts generally. Unseen by Pelajia, Nanabush, in his guise
of the seagull, joins her on the roof, dancing to the beat of her hammer, merrily and triumphantly. She is
trapped at the reserve which she has come to hate. Annie shows off her record. The fact that all of the women
are either sisters, half-sisters, or sisters-in-law suggests that they have known each other for a long time;
throughout the play they behave in a comfortable, familiar manner, joking and gossiping with each other.
After finishing grade nine, Highway was sent to high school in Winnipeg, where he lived with various white
foster parents. After this year abroad, Highway returned to Canada, where he continued his studies at the
University of Manitoba and the University of Western Ontario from where he graduated with a Bachelors of
Music Honors in  Emily returns home to her store, but with big news; she is pregnant, which she informs
Zhaboonigan of in her final scene. She is joined by her sister, Philomena, with whom she discusses her
longing to leave the reserve, to which Philomena receives skeptically: "But you were born here. Her mother is
dead. Pierre The 45 year-old sister-in-law to the other women, Veronique complains about her alcoholic
husband when not caring for Zhaboonigan Peterson, her adopted daughter, who has mental deficiencies.
Criticism and interpretation[ edit ] Queer Theory[ edit ] At the time that this play was written, being openly
gay was an extremely risky endeavour. There are no men in The Rez Sisters, although several are discussed by
the women. How might humour work to diminish pain? In offering these various character types, Highway
creates a model of a community, where all sorts of women need to accept each other if their lives are ever to
improve. It is he who takes Marie-Adele to the spirit world when she dies at the bingo game. Marie-Adele is
tender and faces her impending death with great dignity. These characters display the natural desire to rise
above their surroundings and create a better environment for their children and each other. What choice do we
have? Only she and Marie-Adele can see Nanabush when he appears; in one instance, she tells the Trickster of
a time that she was sexually abused by two white boys. In it, the playwrights feature Native oral traditions
through the use of minimal sets. Ever nice ride.


