
ESSAY ON THE POEM WALKING AWAY

Parents everywhere can relate with this poem, Walking Away, by Cecil Day Lewis. He addresses his son in the second
person, giving the poem an intimate feeling of the personal relationship between father and son. His son was once
within his fatherâ€™s â€œorbitâ€• but now he is.

He addresses his son in the second person, giving the poem an intimate feeling of the personal relationship
between father and son. He clearly wants to hold on to his child, to keep him young and under his wing, but he
knows that it is a natural part of life for parents to let their young go. As a parent, the poet had mixed feelings
about this event as it symbolized much more than brief physical distance. By analogy, the event that has
caused Sean to cease to be subject to the gravitation pull of his family and to move towards another focal
point, namely the new school, must have been a considerable one. The long summer is over and new things
are about to happen. Day-Lewis had been to a boarding school himself Sherborne School and therefore knew
all about how the enforced separation of a boy from his parents affected the child, but on this occasion it is the
feelings of the parent that also concern him. Perhaps it is roughly Saying what God alone could perfectly show
â€” How selfhood begins with a walking away, And love is proved in the letting go. A smaller satellite is held
securely in its orbit by the gravity of a much larger celestial body; this is the cosmos expressing the natural
dependency in a parent-child relationship. Farewells bring about separation and the poet uses structure and
connotation to convey this. In the second and third stanzas the poet wonders about the new course on which
his son is now set. The likes of Skype and phone calls are mediocre attempts to bridge physical separation
while there is virtually no remedy for patching up psychological separation. The poem It is eighteen years ago,
almost to the day â€” A sunny day with leaves just turning, The touch-lines new-ruled â€” since I watched you
play Your first game of football, then, like a satellite Wrenched from its orbit, go drifting away Behind a
scatter of boys. It suggests that it has been playing on his mind, that it is an incredibly significant moment.
Firing is the process by which clay strengthens and hardens, fixing shape. Readers who have experienced
having and raising a child can relate with this bittersweet feeling of having successfully raised a child to
independent adulthood, and then having to watch them drift away to create his own independent life. It is
painful to know that we cannot be with the ones we love, even if this parting is not permanent. That nature
gave him his son, and yet nature would take him away little by little as the boy grew into a man. Still, he sent
him, trusting that his son would find his way. He has a lyric style that is very similar to that of Heaney, which
means the poems are interesting to compare, especially in use of rhyme and rhythm. It feels wrong. The tense
shifts to the past once more as we are taken back to that moment, almost eighteen years ago. Upon a first
reading, we have no sense yet that this is his child he is writing to. It feels kind of ironic that many of the posts
about this poem refer to the distant relationship between C. The reason that God was the alone one who could
perfectly show what the speaker is feeling is because of what God did when He allowed his son to leave
Heaven and come to earth as a man. In many families, elders tend to cast expectations on the younger
generation and oppose anything which deviates from the path that has already been selected. Sean is like this
clay â€” pliable in mind and moral. There are few events that stay in our memory so long, that we can
remember the exact day and date, and usually ones to do with love or loss. He was learning to do things on his
own, but the father was not asked to let go of him entirely. An Analysis of Walking Away by C. It burns him.
It also reminds parents that there is no Neverland in real life; children will grow up and leave the nest to start
their own families. And like the Heaney poem, it too has a brevity and a neatness focusing in on one central
moment. With these lines, the speaker takes the entire poem to a deeper level by comparing the parent who
lets go of his child to God. In order to become an individual, we must walk away and make our own path, and
our parents can do nothing but watch us leave.


