
CHARACTERISTICS OF DESCRIPTIVE RESEARCH

Descriptive research is defined as a research method that describes the characteristics of the population or
phenomenon that is being studied. This methodology.

Survey research commonly includes that type of measurement, but often goes beyond the descriptive statistics
in order to draw inferences. For example, one cannot try to draw conclusions that show cause and effect,
because that is beyond the bounds of the statistics employed. Hence, the nature of the variables or their
behavior is not in the hands of the researcher. The idea behind this type of research is to study frequencies,
averages, and other statistical calculations. Studies of this type might describe the current state of multimedia
usage in schools or patterns of activity resulting from group work at the computer. How successful is a certain
satellite-delivered Spanish course in terms of motivational value and academic achievement? Descriptive
research is unique in the number of variables employed. It is useful when not much is known yet about the
topic or problem. Robinson's case study of a televised news program in classrooms and Lee's case study about
identifying values concerning school restructuring are excellent examples of case studies. Descriptive research
does not fit neatly into the definition of either quantitative or qualitative research methodologies, but instead it
can utilize elements of both, often within the same study. As a way of offering guidance about the potential of
technologies for distance education, that office has published a book called Linking for Learning: A New
Course for Education, which offers descriptions of distance education and its potential. Case studies A case
study can be used to describe the characteristics of a specific subject such as a person, group, event or
organization. Descriptive statistics tell what is, while inferential statistics try to determine cause and effect. It
can involve collections of quantitative information that can be tabulated along a continuum in numerical form,
such as scores on a test or the number of times a person chooses to use a-certain feature of a multimedia
program, or it can describe categories of information such as gender or patterns of interaction when using
technology in a group situation. The Rysavy and Sales approach did not observe students in classrooms, but
reported certain common findings that emerged through a literature search. Characteristics of Descriptive
Research The term descriptive research then, refers to research questions , design of the research and data
analysis that would be conducted on that topic. They say that descriptive research describes natural or
man-made educational phenomena that is of interest to policy makers and educators. For instance, the winning
candidate in an election may be predicted on the basis of survey. Good examples of this are the Knupfer and
Hayes study about the effects of the Channel One broadcast on knowledge of current events, Manaev's study
about mass media effectiveness, McKenna's study of the relationship between attributes of a radio program
and it's appeal to listeners, Orey and Nelson's examination of learner interactions with hypermedia
environments, and Shapiro's study of memory and decision processes. Descriptive research can be either
quantitative or qualitative. The data also can help point towards the types of research methods are to be used
for the subsequent research. That is, analysis of the past as opposed to the future. Do customers of company X
prefer product X or product Y? What caused the prevailing conditions is not emphasized. At its core,
descriptive research seeks to describe the characteristics or behavior of an audience. The purpose of
descriptive research is, of course, to describe, as well as explain, or validate some sort of hypothesis or
objective when it comes to a specific group of people. Date updated: August 20, Descriptive research aims to
accurately and systematically describe a population, situation or phenomenon. Educational researchers might
use observational, survey, and interview techniques to collect data about group dynamics during
computer-based activities. On the other hand, descriptive research can be misused by those who do not
understand its purpose and limitations. Research about improvement asks whether a certain technique does
something to help students learn better and whether certain interventions can improve student learning by
applying causal-comparative, correlational, and experimental methods. To determine cause and effect,
experimental research is required. The center also administers the National Assessment of Educational
Progress NAEP , which collects descriptive information about how well the nation's youth are doing in various
subject areas. Researchers may work for many years to perfect such instrumentation so that the resulting
measurement will be accurate, reliable, and generalizable. Cassandra McNeill There are many methods of
marketing research that traverse a variety of industries. The combination of its characteristic summary and
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correlational statistics, along with its focus on specific types of research questions, methods, and outcomes is
what distinguishes descriptive research from other research types. Within the United States, huge amounts of
information are being gathered continuously by the Office of Technology Assessment, which influences
policy concerning technology in education. These data could then be used to recommend specific strategies for
implementing computers or improving teaching strategies. Descriptive research ascertains prevailing
conditions of facts in a group or case under study.


