
DISTINCTION BETWEEN FACTS AND VALUES

But that just means that understanding the difference between facts and values is all the more important. More Many
conflicts involve disputes about facts and.

Further, admiration of X is appropriate just in case it represents this evaluative fact viz. Giancarlo Marchetti
and Sarin Marchetti eds. Cambridge: At the University press, Prior, A. If all evaluative judgments are
meaningless, then what are people doing when they say that kindness is good, or that cruelty is bad? And we
might decide to change our habits and our values in the direction of greater temperance and self-discipline.
Current Implications This article is really interesting to apply 14 years later. Among other reasons, because
they are ways of signaling personal respect and maintaining communal solidarity. Empirically oriented social
and behavioral scientists are poorly equipped to answer such questions on their own. To that degree, scientific
studies of well-being cannot escape the jurisdiction of public opinion. The result is a type of 'intolerant
relativism' which sidesteps worries about laissez-faire moral degeneracy  This is why moral relativism can feel
so persuasive. Furthermore, like the pragmatists discussed earlier, this view rejects the idea that
self-entitlement requires any sort of external validation: 'There is only the normative authority that lies within
each of us'  When we act we do so because we anticipate that the result of our action will make us better off in
some sense than our current condition. Questions that call for value judgments are not susceptible to
matter-of-fact answers. We might also question his rather narrow conception of the human telos.
Uncomfortable with such moral relativism for this very reason, many ethicists have channeled considerable
effort into finding a foundation for morality. These kinds of claims fall under the category of ethics and
morality. In the meantime, ethics lie somewhere between values and facts -- we expect some variation but
won't tolerate it when it is too serious or adversely affects us. But can this division be sustained? Like a
statement of preference, people may differ on these kinds of issues. Emotivists take the view that if evaluative
judgments do not state facts, then they must have some other function. But is this impossibly difficult if we
consider the kinds of things that count as virtue and vice? For a good, detailed study of major philosophers of
axiology, see the two-volume work by W. If we try to separate them completely we are likely to be deluding
ourselves. They can "live and let live," which generally reduces conflict, they can try to change the other side's
values a very difficult and often impossible task , or they can try to force the other side to "do it the right way.
Can the discovery of new scientific facts also lead to new social values? This advance includes an advance on
my understanding of the effects of lying, which could be seen as factual, but it is also an advance in the
objectivity of the values I apply to these perceived situations. Moral realists reject the fact-value distinction
because they believe in moral facts. But there are also times when moral relativism feels unpersuasive. They
build nests and dwellings, like the bee, the beaver, the ant, etc. To be applicable to life as lived, we must seek
accommodations. And, in fact, scholars in neighboring disciplines have already made some significant strides
in this direction. A person or group that is qualified to judge one may not be qualified to judge the other. The
thought is that unsettling facts motivate ignorance of those very facts, so that 'we fail to notice what, being
noticed, would tell us that we must change our lives'  Recent work by Kate Pickett and Richard Wilkinson
suggests why this may be: there is a strong and negative correlation between various measures of personal
happiness on the one hand and various measures of social inequality on the other. By performing a scientific
experiment or a thorough investigation, we can become convinced that a claim is an authentic fact. Despite
these complications, though, the end result of a well-executed fact-finding endeavor is very often a robust
conclusion, one that can be quite compelling. And if the resisting other will not be silent, we declare that
reason has gone silent.


