
PROFESSIONAL LEARNING COMMUNITIES

The idea of improving schools by developing professional learning communities is currently in vogue. People use this
term to describe every imaginable.

Participation in meetings may be entirely voluntary, and in some schools only a small percentage of the
faculty will elect to participate, or it may be a school-wide requirement that all faculty members participate.
Thousand Oakes: Corwin Press, p. Team members discuss the most authentic and valid ways to assess student
mastery. Finally, they decide when they will administer the assessments. For best results, vote once a month at
a designated time. Principal Clara Sale-Davis believes that the crucial first step in that transformation came
when the staff began to honestly confront data on student achievement and to work together to improve results
rather than make excuses for them. Thus, participating in a community of practice involves engaging in a
community activity as an active and productive member. Based on this notion, they recognize the collective
understanding of teachers and point out that they are inserted in inquiry communities. The author concludes
that the mutual commitment shared by the participants in joint practices of reflection and research influences
their mathematics teaching and learning practices in schools common interest. They must stop disregarding or
excusing unfavorable data and honestly confront the sometimes-brutal facts. Grossman, Wineburg and
Woolworth indicate the association between the idea of community and a harmonious collective life, which is
achieved through religions, and cultural and philosophical traditions, in which individuals work collectively
for the common good. In her study, they found that participants narrated experiences in different areas related
to their personal and professional lives other experiences, which produced different understandings about
teacher and leaning mathematics. Based on the knowledge-of-practice conception, Cochran-Smith and Lytle
assume that the knowledge that teachers must teach well emanates from systematic research about the subject
of how teachers teach and how students learn. They develop consistent instructional calendars and administer
the same brief assessment to all students at the same grade level at the conclusion of each instructional unit,
roughly once a week. You now have a tight and compact snowball. Thus, although the spaces are formed
based on certain assumptions, it is not possible to predict the learning that may take place and the
understanding of its participants or how their trajectories constitute these communities. Groups generally work
toward common goals and expectations that are agreed upon in advance. Portugal: Porto Editora,  After each
teacher has examined the results of the common formative assessment for his or her students, the team
analyzes how all 3rd graders performed. The school staff finds itself asking, What school characteristics and
practices have been most successful in helping all students achieve at high levels? Learn more about building
Family Partnerships. Cochran-Smith and Lytle point out that, in recent decades, many discussions have
debated whether teaching is or is not a profession and if teachers may or may not legitimately be considered
professionals. In addition to being systematic and schoolwide, the professional learning community's response
to students who experience difficulty is Timely. On the contrary, considering that we do not have full control
of what will be the relationship that trainers and teachers establish within these communities, we must create
environments in which all participants are able to expose aspects of themselves and explore their
subjectivities. The school also notifies the student's parents about the concern. At Boones Mill, collaborative
conversations happen routinely throughout the year. Myers used the phrase professional learning community
in relation to schools in their book The Professional Educator: A New Introduction to Teaching and Schools,
[5] and a year later Charles B.


