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Providers report that 40% of clients are LGBT Youth family rejection was a major factor contributing to LGBT youth
homelessness, making it as further confirmation that America's next generation of gay and transgender youth which
seeks to empower LGBT homeless youth and raise awareness of the issues they face.

At 18, she exited foster care and became homeless with her son. State Legislative Activity States have adopted
a variety of policies to combat youth homelessness. The majority of homeless youth have either run away,
been kicked out of unstable home environments, abandoned by their families or caregivers, involved with
public systems foster care, juvenile justice, and mental health , or have a history of residential instability and
disconnection. Procedure Youth provided voluntary and signed informed consent. This means that, in many
cases, LGBT youth are left without the resources and assistance provided to other homeless populations. The
current prospective longitudinal study examines the relationship of past experiences of homelessness
experienced prior to study accrual on subsequent psychological symptoms and changes in psychological
symptoms over time among LGB youth. Maryland repealed a provision requiring a county superintendent of
schools to allow a child awaiting foster care placement not subject to certain educational stability provisions of
the federal McKinney-Vento Homeless Assistance Act to attend school in the county, even if the child is not
currently domiciled in that county. The legislation also allows college districts to establish plans to develop
surplus property for affordable housing to accommodate the needs of students experiencing homelessness and
students who were in the foster care system when they graduated high school. A count of the number of items
endorsed was computed as the index of substance abuse. Keywords: Psychological distress, Runaway,
Adolescence, Youth, Sexual minority, Homosexual Homeless LGB youth are at far greater risk for
psychological symptoms than homeless heterosexual youth see Gattis for review. Charlene became pregnant at
age 16 and after her son was born, her stepfather began to sexually abuse and rape her. Given the relationships
suggested relatively independent outcomes, we examined the outcomes separately. Although an average of 4
years had elapsed between the first episode of homelessness and the Time-1 assessment of symptoms i.
Taylor, P. Data Analysis Descriptive statistics of homelessness are provided. Residential Instability Many
homeless youth report a history of residential instability that may stretch back to when they were still with
their family. Three comments about our homeless measure follow. The legislation also allowed a homeless
youth to consent to temporary shelter, care or services under certain circumstances. The minimum age of an
unfolding same-sex internal sexual orientation or experiencing sex with the same sex was computed as the
measure of development of same-sex sexual orientation, as was a comparable measure of development of
other-sex sexual orientation. Likewise, YMSM who had ever run away, lived on the streets, or who were
evicted from their home were more likely to use drugs, to use more drugs, and to inject drugs than YMSM
who had never run away, lived on the streets, or were evicted Kipke et al. Social Work Research, 36 3 : 
These, in turn, may place youth at risk for greater psychological symptoms. Also, youth who are homeless
often experience a significant disruption in their education due to the transient nature of homelessness. For the
linear regressions, controls were imposed for early childhood stressors and other covariates that were
significantly related to the variables of interest at the bivariate or zero-order level of analysis. Because LGBT
youth represent only 7 percent of the total youth population, there is a staggering disproportion of
homelessness among these populations. Requiring youth in public systems be discharged to stable housing.
Screening for homelessness can create opportunities for medical providers to offer resources for immediate
needs. We include such youth, as well youth who are unstably housed or doubled up with friends, sexual
partners, etc. The item checklist contains 12 items related to homosexuality and 34 items related to events
occurring in several domains, for example, family, personal, peer, and school e. The consequences faced by
youth experiencing homelessness are vast and require coordination across the education, child welfare,
juvenile justice, health and human services systems. Experiences of homelessness may result in a variety of
other stressful events e. In fact, some family shelters do not take older youth, particularly males 16 , which
may result in the youth being on their own and on the streets. Although the direct effects of stress, negative
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social relationships, and social support on the psychological symptoms of LGB youth have been examined e.


