
FIRES ESSAYS POEMS STORIES BY RAYMOND CARVER

More than sixty stories, poems, and essays are included in this wide-ranging collection by the extravagantly versatile
Raymond Carver. Two of the storiesâ€” later.

These stories are longer and more relaxed, blessedly menace and symbol-free, the style and dialogue less
mannered, the treatment less oblique. Then there is the hint-of-menace device, the feeling that something
kinky or shocking or violent is about to happen. He offered me the key to his office. Both are introduced by
Mary Gordon. Carver is open about this. In this slim volume, the reader is treated to essays and poems, as well
as Carver's trademark: taut short stories that, in remarkably few words, paint a vivid tableau of so much of
American life. I was out of work, drinking, and crazy. It is not just that the material must be autobiographical,
although this obviously gives an extra urgency. Their legacy is a short story tradition whose apparent
directness and sincerity have been eagerly appropriated by a multitude of cynical second-raters. I agree. What
disgrace! These things happen but often one does not believe in the dumb waitresses, salesmen and factory
workers or the carefully orchestrated banalities they repeat to each other. I think a little menace is fine to have
in a story. What makes these stories arresting is the combination of dramatic â€” but genuine â€” material and
a throwaway, laconic style. Raymond Carver urges us to keep at it, not to quit, no matter how much the odds
are stacked against us. In the third-person stories symbolism is introduced by other means. Carver is not
cynical â€” but he does not always avoid the pitfalls of his chosen tradition. The sensation of helplessness and
claustrophobia is overwhelming. Time and again this technique is used to maintain interest and create the
illusion of the story as a chink onto a large, strange, frightening world. Even if we only write a few lines in our
diary or notebook once, twice, thrice every day, our dedication and perseverance will pay off. For students of
the writer's trade, Carver offers a valuable lesson in how to use minimal syllables for maximum impact. One
expects the emphasis to be on content rather than style â€” but in fact the reverse is true. And after reading yet
again this past week, I must say Carver's words get even better with age. The stories are always readable but
this is often achieved by mere literary skill and one feels cheated rather than enriched at the end. To be sure, a
Raymond Carver poem worth the price of admission. Raymond Carver's "Fires" is a quick introduction to the
author who personifies literary minimalism. Seller: Gregor Rare Books Published:  This book collects seven
stories told with such care and tenderness, it is as if Raymond Carver lets us hold the warm, beating heart of
each of his characters, woman or man, girl or boy, in our trembling hands.


