
THE CONQUESTS OF THE VIKINGS IN THE 8TH AND 9TH CENTURY AD

The Viking Age (â€“ AD) is a period in European history, especially Northern European and Scandinavian history,
following the Germanic Iron Age. It is the period of history when Scandinavian Norsemen explored Europe by its seas
and rivers for trade, raids, colonization, and conquest. In medieval English chronicles, they are described as "wolves
among sheep".

During the next year nine battles are fought in this district. There followed a respite until when the Danes
descended on the Isle of Sheppey. Like Charlemagne, Alfred was deeply interested in promoting literacy and
learning, and he sponsored and perhaps even took part in the translation of various Latin works into English.
They were careful settlers and dedicated farmers who brought energetic and innovative farming techniques to
the regions they conquered and colonized. This strengthened the surface against attacks, and disguised the
direction of the planks, which prevented an opponent from exploiting that knowledge and splitting the shield
more quickly. Edmund himself became patron saint of England until he was replaced by St. Those items that
do survive such as painted stones are filled with intricate, stylized drawings of animals, people and plants.
However the amount the Danes demanded increased each time. Nevertheless, it was the sail power which
allowed Vikings ships to travel further than solely oar power. In the spring they attacked the Mercians and
defeated them in battle. The Vikings also took advantage of the civil wars which ravaged the Duchy of
Aquitaine in the early years of Charles' reign. They often drank from hollow horns called drinking horns. The
13th century chronicle The Sweet Land of Cyprus endearingly adds that he also milked the lions in order to
make cheese for the poor. It is also good for the itch if one bathes in water it has been boiled in. For
generations they ruled it as part of the Danelaw in a separate kingdom, and long after it became part of a
united England their influence continued to be felt. A Danish invasion of Kent in gives Alfred the pretext for
expansion eastwards. But the region was already densely settled and some have argued that only a ruling elite
settled. They were also technologically advanced in construction techniques for their time. As the Viking Age
drew to a close, Scandinavians and Normans continued to have opportunities to visit and raid Iberia while on
their way to the Holy Land for pilgrimage or crusade, or in connection with Norman conquests in the
Mediterranean. His white garments were not distinguishable from those of his men except for cleanness. It is
from around this time that evidence comes for Viking fortifications, either rounded or D-shaped, and
consisting of a ditch and embankment. Dress Clothes were made from wool, linen or animal skins. In the 11th
century, just before they faded into history, under the leadership of King Canate, they would establish a new
Scandinavian Empire in the North Sea that would subjugate the whole of Northern England and most of
Scotland. Vikings drank mead a drink made from honey, water and yeast , beer and if they could afford it
wine. This religious difference does lead to differing evidence for material culture, with pagan graves
containing grave goods, which Christianity forbade. Other similar groups soon follow, staking out territories
round the coast of the island. In , Cnut became king of England, and after further campaigns in Scandinavia he
could claim in to be 'king of the whole of England and Denmark and Norway and of parts of Sweden'. Some of
them also wore chainmail. However, if a battle were to take place, then men would usually dismount in order
to form a shield wall, which was a preferred tactic of both the Anglo-Saxons and the Scandinavians. Over it
they wore a dress open at the sides, held with shoulder straps. They found a glacial, mountainous coast, then a
wooded one, and finally a country of fertile pastures that they named Vinland. Horses were certainly used by
soldiers. Vikings did not use maps; they had lots of different ways of working out where they were and which
direction to travel in. He was forced to retreat to the Isle of Athelney in the Somerset marshes. King Alfred
was forced to flee and hide in the marshes of Athelney.


