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Literature Review: Conducting & Writing. This guide will provide research and writing tips to help students complete a
literature review.

Important: If you copy the exact words from an article, be sure to cite the page number as you will need this
should you decide to use the quote when you write your review as direct quotes must always be accompanied
by page references. You may also note that studies fall into different categories categories that you see
emerging or ones that are already discussed in the literature. This step requires you to synthesize and make
sense of what you read, since these patterns and trends may not be spelled out in the literature, but rather
become apparent to you as you review the big picture that has emerged over time. Your role as a reviewer is to
evaluate what you read, so that your review is not a mere description of different articles, but rather a critical
analysis that makes sense of the collection of articles that you are reviewing. Read the literature Critically read
each source, look for the arguments presented rather than for facts. Keep your review focused on your topic:
make sure that the articles you find are relevant and directly related to your topic. Your analysis can make
generalizations across a majority of studies, but should also note inconsistencies across studies and over time.
Consider how you reassemble your notes: plan how you will organize your findings into a unique analysis of
the picture that you have captured in your notes. Like essays, a literature review must have an introduction, a
body and a conclusion. How authoritative and credible is this source? Define key terms: look for differences in
the way keys terms are defined note these differences. You will need to synthesise several of your reviewed
readings into each paragraph, so that there is a clear connection between the various sources. Your lecturer
will advise you on these details. Redefine your topic if needed: as you search you will quickly find out if the
topic that you are reviewing is too broad. You will need to critically analyse each source for how they
contribute to the themes you are researching. You may find the program Inspiration useful in mapping out
your argument and once you have created this in a concept map form, Inspiration enables you to convert this
to a text outline merely by clicking on the "outline" button. The literature review is generally in the format of a
standard essay made up of three components: an introduction, a body and a conclusion. It is a good idea, as
part of your literature search, to look for existing literature reviews that have already been written on this
topic. Some tips for identifying suitable literature and narrowing your search : Start with a general descriptor
from the database thesaurus or one that you know is already a well defined descriptor based on past work that
you have done in this field. The Library would be the best place to search for your sources. What kind of
literature? Step 3: Identify the literature that you will review: Familiarize yourself with online databases see
UMD library resource links below for help with this , identifying relevant databases in your field of study. In
the case of a literature review, you are really creating a new forest, which you will build by using the trees you
found in the literature you read. Do an extensive search of the literature Find out what has been written on the
topic. Galvan captures the difference between an annotated bibliography and a literature review very well: "
Tip: as you skim the articles, you may want to record the notes that you take on each directly into RefWorks in
the box for User 1. If the review was written to stand alone, as is the case of a term paper or a review article
for publication, the conclusion needs to make clear how the material in the body of the review has supported
the assertion or proposition presented in the introduction. The rule I follow is to quote only when some key
meaning would be lost in translation if I were to paraphrase the original author's words, or if using the original
words adds special emphasis to a point that I am making. It could be from five sources at first year
undergraduate level to more than fifty for a thesis. Be consistent in how you record notes. You can take notes
onto note cards or into a word processing document instead or as well as using RefWorks, but having your
notes in RefWorks makes it easy to organize your notes later. How relevant is this article to my specific topic?
When you write your review, you should address these relationships and different categories and discuss
relevant studies using this as a framework. Group the articles into categories e. If you are using an electronic
form of note taking, you might note these descriptors in a separate field e. Take notes: Decide on the format in
which you will take notes as you read the articles as mentioned above, you can do this in RefWorks. Step 5:
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Summarize the literature in table or concept map format Galvan recommends building tables as a key way to
help you overview, organize, and summarize your findings, and suggests that including one or more of the
tables that you create may be helpful in your literature review. Once again, it's useful to enter this information
into your RefWorks record. You will need to experiment with different searches, such as limiting your search
to descriptors that appear only in the document titles, or in both the document title and in the abstract. This is
an important introductory sentence that will tell your reader what the topic is and the overall perspective or
argument you will be presenting. Consider using a table, matrix or concept map to identify how the different
sources relate to each other. What are the major relationships, trends and patterns? Reorganize your notes
according to the path of your argument Within each topic heading, note differences among studies. The
following are the key steps as outlined by Galvan Consider your purpose and voice before beginning to write.
You can record the topics in the same box as before User 1 or use User 2 box for the topic s under which you
have chosen to place this article.


