WHEN MENTIONING A BOOK IN AN ESSAY DO YOU UNDERLINE OR
ITALICIZE
Do you italicize book titles? Underline them? Put book titles in quotes? Here's the real scoop on how to handle styling
book titles in your writing.

The world will tell you that italics are the way to go. Exceptions to this include cases where the punctuation is
an integral part of the word or phrase: Initials such as U. Find out whether or underlining, albums, websites,
and shorter works published independently. Your writing, at its best. It is not recommended, but at the end of
the day, it is a personal choice. Asking do you underline books titles is understandable as some people are still
adjusting to the change. Everything that currently exists is simply a set of guidelines. This rule goes back to
the days of typewriters. Book titles of larger works are underlined or not italicized. If the article or the existing
discussions do not address a thought or question you have on the subject, please use the "Comment" box at the
bottom of this page. According to the Chicago Manual of Style and the Modern Language Association, titles
of books and other complete works, such as newspapers and magazines , should be italicized. No titles are
here. Posted on Wednesday, January 30, , at am If you wish to respond to another reader's question or
comment, please click its corresponding "REPLY" button. Italics are generally considered to look more
professional, however, it was not always possible to create them. Also, do not italicize the apostrophe-s which
creates the possessive of a title: "What is the Courant 's position on this issue? In quotes and shorter works are
underlined. The different forms of Italics, bolding, underlining, and quotation marks are not governed by hard
and official rules. Titles of articles, you underline or listed in roman and when you are not you underline or
underlining, and other freestanding works are italicized. For example, within the text of your paper, you would
write "Diagnostic and Statistical Manual of Mental Disorders," but in your Reference List, you would write
"Diagnostic and statistical manual of mental disorders. Exceptions for Emphasizing Titles The rules for
emphasizing titles may seem straightforward, but there are exceptions. No titles are for jockeys. Book titles of
larger works are italicized. If the end mark is not part of the title, but is added to indicate a question or
exclamation, do not italicize that mark. It was necessary for the reader to understand exactly what is being
talked about. Book titles are italicized or listed in quotes and other freestanding works are indicated by using
italic or underlining, you love this article? In writing the titles of newspapers, do not italicize the word the,
even when it is part of the title the New York Times , and do not italicize the name of the city in which the
newspaper is published unless that name is part of the title: the Hartford Courant, but the London Times.
Italics you use quotation marks? Citation You should also italicize the title of a book when you refer to it
within the text of your paper. Next, write the year of publication within parentheses. It was also necessary at
times to highlight the importance of certain elements. This is when guidelines began surfacing. With the
arrival of more options, writers began using underlines and italics interchangeably at times. You will be doing
yourself a favor to keep up with the world and italicize your book titles. The best explanation is that
technology has evolved past the necessity of doing what is easiest. If a punctuation mark were to be underlined
on a typewriter, it would simply be obscured by the underline and become useless. It is Best to Avoid
Underlining Under and Italics â€” A Little History Considering the fact that underlining and italicizing do the
same thing, some wonder why underlining is an issue. Should it be improved? Formatting Book Citations
Citations of books in your Reference List should begin with the last name of the book's author, then the
author's initials. After the year, list the title of the book in sentence case -- only capitalize the first word of the
title and subtitle, if applicable, just as if you were writing a sentence.

