
COMEDY IN MUCH ADO ABOUT NOTHING

Skip to 0 minutes and 8 secondsSo what makes Much Ado About Nothing a comedy? Well, there are jokes and word
play, especially when Beatrice and Benedick insult each other in funny ways. Anthony talks about some of the elements
of Shakespearean comedy in Much Ado About Nothing.

Can you think of any modern examples of films, books, plays or TV programmes that use the same comedy
elements? Although the young lovers Hero and Claudio provide the main impetus for the plot, the courtship
between the older, wiser lovers Benedick and Beatrice is what makes Much Ado About Nothing so
memorable. They perceive, perhaps, that there is already a spark of love between them. However, when he
reaches the altar and lifts his wife's veil, he finds that he is marrying the woman he thought to be dead. They
use their mutual animosity to cover their true feelings. In the Elizabethan era people could relate to the idea of
cuckoldry and they would laugh at those who endured it. Because their friends have lied to them. The
audience would laugh at these over exaggerated retorts that are mocking one another. Jokes and wordplay
Shakespearean audiences would have loved the verbal battling between the characters. Claudio goes on to the
wedding and calls Hero a whore, disgracing her before the whole community. These two characters spend the
majority of the play bickering and then--as in all great romantic comedies --fall in love in the final acts.
Shakespeare attended grammar school, but his formal education proceeded no further. Indeed, the line
between tragedy and comedy is sometimes fuzzy. Even the title of the play, Much Ado About Nothing can be
read as a pun. Also, several of the characters are lied to and believe these lies. The wedding is made into a
double celebration when Benedick and Beatrice also decide to tie the knot. In Much Ado About Nothing,
Claudio believes that his girlfriend, Hero, is dead, so he certainly doesn't expect her to turn up at his wedding
as his bride. For example, like Romeo and Juilet, we see a lover pretend to be dead, hoping for a Romantic
reconciliation with the man to whom she is betrothed. Much Ado is of the comedy genre as it contains
humorous scenes and ends happily, however the play â€¦show more contentâ€¦ Prose predominates in comedy
and where a conversational rather than an emotional or imaginative effect if desired, this strengthens the
argument that Much Ado is a comedy. Many critics have noted that the plot of Much Ado About Nothing
shares significant elements with that of Romeo and Juliet. These twists often follow one of the
misunderstandings. What do you think? The crisis that lies at the center of Much Ado About Nothing troubles
many readers and viewers, since the play creates a very strong sense of anger, betrayal, hatred, grief, and
despair among the main characters. The same effect would have happened when Shakespeare implemented the
embarrassing idea into his play. The first point that achieves comedy in the play is a continuous battle between
the sexes. Amongst them are Don Pedro, Claudio a handsome youth and Benedick, who is known to be
proficient both in the art of war and the art of speech. Share your thoughts below. Shakespeare has used
affectation to portray this. Mistaken identity Some of the misunderstanding comes from mistaken identity -
when people confuse who other people are. Sexual innuendo is also used on the idea of cuckoldry. Continue
Reading. Beautifully written, and beautiful in its conception, Much Ado About Nothing, is one of
Shakespeare's most delightful plays. Shakespeare has used different techniques to make Cuckoldry a humors
idea for the audience to be entertained. Unlike that tragedy, however, the lover does not realize his mistake too
late.


