
A HISTORY OF THE AMISTAD CASE

In , 53 illegally purchased African slaves being transported from Cuba aboard the Spanish-built schooner Amistad
staged a successful mutiny. Former president John Quincy Adams argued on behalf of the slaves when the appeal was
brought before the U.S. Supreme Court, which.

They killed the captain and other crew and ordered the two Spaniards who had purchased them to sail them
back to Africa. This abduction violated all of the treaties then in existence. The decree of the District Court
proceeds: And this Court doth further find, that when the said Africans were shipped on board the said
schooner, by the said Montez and Ruiz, the same were shipped under the passports signed by the Governor
General of the Island of Cuba, in the following words, viz. But the issue of the Amistad Africans troubled him.
Circuit Court for the District of Connecticut considered the charges against the Mende. He has written for
ThoughtCo since  Many historians consider the Amistad case to be one of the events that led to the outbreak of
the Civil War in  Adams said the rule was a violation of the constitutional right to petition Congress. District
Court for the District of Connecticut and presented their arguments. They believed slavery was a sin. The
claims of Tellincas and Aspe and Laca, for the restoration of the goods specified by them, being part of the
cargo of the Amistad, was sustained, and that the same goods be restored to them, deducting one-third of the
gross appraised value of them, which was allowed as salvage to the officers and crew of the Washington. A
full transcript is available. They were not and had never been slaves, Justice Story said. That the schooner was
accordingly taken possession of, and recaptured from the hands and possession of the negroes who had taken
the same; that the schooner was brought into the port of New London, where she now is; and the schooner
would with great difficulty, exposure, and danger have been taken by the libellants, but for the surprise upon
the blacks who had possession thereof, a part of whom were on shore; and but for the aid and assistance and
services of the libellants, the vessel and cargo would have been wholly lost to the respective owners thereof.
October Professor Josiah Gibbs locates interpreter, James Covey, and the Africans are able to tell their story;
teaching Africans the English language and Christianity began; Cinque and others file charges of assault and
false imprisonment against Ruiz and Montes. Ruiz's imprisonment only added to Argaiz's anger, and he
pressured Forsyth to seek ways to throw out the case altogether. The Supreme Court also ordered the
Connecticut circuit court to release the Mende from custody. The Amistad case also was increasingly
becoming a political issue. They claimed that, had they not seized the vessel, it would have been a total loss to
its "rightful" owners. The costs were to be deducted from the other two-thirds. A part of the merchandise on
board the vessel was also claimed by them. The Amistad was a slave ship from Cuba. Although the murder
charges were dismissed, the Africans continued to be held in confinement and the case went to trial in the
Federal District Court in Connecticut. She says newspapers reported on the Amistad case, and people began
talking about slavery and the slave trade. The brig Washington that seized the Amistad was commanded by Lt.


