
AN ANALYSIS OF THE STYLE OF T S ELIOT IN THE POEM THE LOVE

SONG OF J ALFRED PRUFROCK

One of the first true modernist poems, The Love Song of J. Alfred Prufrock is a shifting, repetitive monologue, the
thoughts of a mature male as.

Is it perfume from a dress That makes me so digress? These rhymes certainly give the sense of song and bring
a lyrical feel to the poem. The initial reception to The Love Song of J. You can read the poem here and listen
to Eliot reading the whole poem here. Will he venture out to find the love of his life? Much like the cat,
Prufrock is on the outside looking in at a world that has not been prepared for him. Even in the opening lines,
he is thinking of asking her this pressing question, losing faith with "Oh, do not ask, 'What is it? You may not
use the material for commercial purposes. Prufrock, in the poem, thinks he has a lot of time, but in reality, he
is running out of time. The frequent pressing of "And should I then presume" reflects his own self-doubt.
Alfred Prufrock, who is attending social events almost certainly in New England, such as in the Massachusetts
area which Eliot knew well from his time studying at Harvard , probably in the hopes of finding a woman he
can court and then marry. The yellow fog that rubs its back upon the window-panes, The yellow smoke that
rubs its muzzle on the window-panes, Licked its tongue into the corners of the evening, Lingered upon the
pools that stand in drains, Let fall upon its back the soot that falls from chimneys, Slipped by the terrace, made
a sudden leap, And seeing that it was a soft October night, Curled once about the house, and fell asleep. It
could have been replaced with a hundred other things, and the effect would have still been the same: Prufrock
is external to the conversation, external to the world, and the conversation therefore is reduced to nothing more
than a word. However, physically he remains in the same place as he continues to talk to another person
through his monologue. He is both ditherer and dreamer, a split personality who procrastinates, who is caught
between fantasy and reality. Do I dare to eat a peach? This is a key part of modernist poetry and, indeed, the
modernist fiction of figures such as Virginia Woolf and James Joyce , and is an attempt by modernist writers
to encourage us to confront the realities of the modern world. Eliot's poem is full of metaphor and simile,
simple rhyme and complex rhythms. For I have known them all already, known them all: Have known the
evenings, mornings, afternoons, I have measured out my life with coffee spoons; I know the voices dying with
a dying fall Beneath the music from a farther room. The rhyme pattern also changes between rhymed and
unrhymed lines as the poem progresses. One can take almost any approach, any assignation of meaning, to J.
A Short Analysis of T. The Love Song of J. The examples and ramifications of the objective correlative in
"Prufrock" will be discussed later.


