
LERANING BY DOING

Learning by doing refers to a theory of education expounded by American philosopher John Dewey. It's a hands-on
approach to learning, meaning students .

We see this with the Pythagorean theorem, for example. But identifying precisely of what actions such
micro-scripts are comprised can be quite difficult. As it happened, that was exactly what took place. The
argument here is that musical education ought to begin with learning to play an instrument and that, after the
many micro-scripts relevant to an instrument have been learned, students will be better able to appreciate the
work of musicians who have gone before them. All this does, however, is enable them to tell that information
to themselves each time so that they can hear it again. If the course includes open-ended problem solving, it
will teach strategies having to do with reasoning simply by force of having to engage in these strategies. But
something more important and, unfortunately, considerably less interesting from an intellectual point of view
are learned this way as well. It is this last aspect of the learning process that is most important for education.
Someone telling you about how something tastes, in effect, giving you a vocabulary for describing tastes, is
not of great value. Nevertheless, the goals are physical -- to go someplace, to operate a piece of equipment, to
behave properly in a situation so as to get someone to do something that you want. So what could we teach in
such a school? There is an important difference between a skill that is teachable and a skill set that is, by itself,
not teachable. The graduate students were, on the other hand, experimenting, hoping to find out what was true
by trying things out and attempting to make generalizations about what might hold true in the future. So, I
would now like to rename the scripts, calling them micro-scripts, thus making clear the smallness of their
scope. The kind of motivation relevant here comes from knowledge goals, not externally generated goals like
grades or cookies. So, they must teach something testable. The scene has other properties such as the presence
of the waitress and the use of a little plastic tray that have nothing to do with the micro-script at all. The
phenomena they represent are complex and often not given to clear procedures that can be guaranteed to work.
It has always been easy for schools to identify knowledge that they wish students to have and then to begin a
program to impart that knowledge by telling it to them and asking them to tell it back on a test. The difference
between my use of the term in and in was one of scope. A goal-based scenario GBS allows a student to play
one or more roles in a single or group situation that culminates in the accomplishment of some goal. The real
issue has to do with the way that such material is absorbed into memory. In a broad sense, I suppose, one
could argue that watching and reading are something one can do and so I learned these facts by doing as well.
I feel quite certain I did not acquire either of these facts in a classroom.


