
DARWINS THEORY OF EVOLUTION SHOULD BE TAUGHT AT SCHOOLS

Why evolution should be taught in public schools Charles Darwin's â€œtheory of evolutionâ€• generated considerable
controversy because it.

Evolution explains why many human pathogens have been developing resistance to formerly effective drugs
and suggests ways of confronting this increasingly serious problem this issue is discussed in greater detail in
Chapter 2. Evolution and Everyday Life The concept of evolution has an importance in education that goes
beyond its power as a scientific explanation. All of us live in a world where the pace of change is accelerating.
Critically analyzing Darwinian evolution teaches students more about the facts of biology and produces
scientifically minded students with good critical thinking skills. Scientific controversies are resolved by
careful scientific inquiry, but moral and political dilemmas can never be resolved only by scientific inquiry.
The Court laid out its rule in Edwards as follows: The Establishment Clause forbids the enactment of any law
'respecting an establishment of religion. Yet since its inception in the late 19th century, evolutionary theory
has been thoroughly challenged and rigorously tested across a range of scientific disciplines by tens of
thousands of scientists around the world. For example, the composition of our atmosphere is partly a
consequence of living systems. However, ideas are not referred to as "theories" in science unless they are
supported by bodies of evidence that make their subsequent abandonment very unlikely. And therefore it
should be taught in the science classrooms as such. Also, Genesis of the Bible proclaims that the earth is only
about 6, years old. Dover was hailed as a landmark decision, firmly establishing that creationism and
intelligent design were religious teachings and not areas of legitimate scientific research. They appear to win
the debate when they ask the Darwinian scientists to demonstrate the exact step-by-step evolutionary pathways
for the emergence of living mechanisms that show apparent design. Directly or indirectly, evolutionary
biology has made many contributions to society. A few months ago, at a conference in Washington, I
presented my proposal for having high school biology students read Darwin. In short, biological evolution
accounts for three of the most fundamental features of the world around us: the similarities among living
things, the diversity of life, and many features of the physical world we inhabit. Theory: In science, a
well-substantiated explanation of some aspect of the natural world that can incorporate facts, laws, inferences,
and tested hypot Page 6 Share Cite Suggested Citation:"Chapter 1: Why Teach Evolution?. This stimulates a
lively debate. So teachers might want to supplement the reading of Darwin with some reading from a recent
textbook of evolutionary theory. Second, the statute's principal or primary effect must be one that neither
advances nor inhibits religion. Until the late 19th century, creation was taught in nearly all schools in the
United States, often from the position that the literal interpretation of the Bible is inerrant. Just as it is
permissible to discuss the crucial role of religion in medieval European history, creationism may be discussed
in a civics, current affairs, philosophy, or comparative religions class where the intent is to factually educate
students about the diverse range of human political and religious beliefs. The fantastic diversity of life and the
molecular composition of life past and present in our collection is clear, concrete, accumulated evidence of
evolution. For example, photosynthetic organisms are responsible for the oxygen that makes up about a fifth
of the earth's atmosphere. First, the statement describes evolutionary theory incorrectly. How can the
similarities among organisms be explained? These transitional states show the continuity between groups of
organisms even while they demonstrate that changes that occur among them. Natural scientists, social
scientists, and humanists should all be involved in broad-ranging teaching that would explore the scientific,
moral, and religious implications of evolutionary thought. In a similar way, teaching a variety of scientific
theories about the origins of humankind to schoolchildren might be validly done with the clear secular intent
of enhancing the effectiveness of science instruction. Many proponents of the intelligent design movement
support requiring that it be taught in the public schools.


