
OTHER CAUSES INVOLVED IN THE SINKING OF THE RMS TITANIC

On April 14, , the R.M.S. Titanic collided with a massive iceberg and sank in less In addition to the causes for the
sinking, the effects of the disaster are reviewed. The passengers included some of the wealthiest and most prestigious ..
If an iceberg, or a collision with another ship, barely punctures the hull, only the.

Lusted, M. By , the sinking rate of the front section increased until Titanic reached a down angle of about ten
degrees. But Titanic should also stand as a reminder of an era when millions of emigrants made the voyage
across the Atlantic seeking a new life, in a new world - a memorial to a unique event in history. Distress flares
were fired every few minutes to attract the attention of any ships nearby and the radio operators repeatedly
sent the distress signal CQD. Apprehensive at his ship being caught in a large field of drift ice, Californian's
captain, Stanley Lord , had decided at about to halt for the night and wait for daylight to find a way through
the ice field. Over the next several hours the Carpathia picked up all survivors. It spanned feet from stern to
bow, and its hull was divided into 16 compartments that were presumed to be watertight. The government
simply had not kept abreast of advances in marine engineering and based all life-saving regulations on ships
up to 10, grt gross registered tons which were required to carry 16 lifeboats. He only entered a lifeboat when it
was actually being lowered and no other passengers were in the vicinity. It briefly remained in that position
before beginning its final plunge. Had the ship remained at full speed, and not been shut off, it could have
turned sharper and faster. Weak shipbuilding materials: Materials scientists Tim Foecke and Jennifer Hooper
McCarty have claimed the pieces holding together the steel plates toward the bow and the stern of the ship
were made of low-quality iron rivets that could have broken more easily upon collision. Captain Smith was
going for record time, which may have been a serious misjudgment. The bow, dangling beneath, continued to
fill with water. Email Print The "unsinkable" Titanic was sunk by an iceberg, but there are other reasons why
the tragedy that occurred years ago this month was as tragic as it was. None of the musicians survived the
sinking. About passengers survived the disaster. When the Titanic struck the iceberg, the hull plates did not
deform. Most of the crew were not seamen, and even some of those had no prior experience of rowing a boat.
The engineers and firemen worked to vent steam from the boilers to prevent them from exploding on contact
with the cold water. Some witnesses stated he was ordered into the lifeboat but, whatever happened, Lord
Mersey said at the British enquiry into the loss of Titanic, 'Had he not jumped in he would simply have added
one more life, namely his own, to the number of those lost'. Some of the scientists studying the disaster have
even concluded that the watertight compartments contributed to the disaster by keeping the flood waters in the
bow of the ship. This was a giant leap forward in marine engineering, comparable to the advances made in
with the introduction of the Concorde supersonic aircraft. Lightoller lowered lifeboats with empty seats if
there were no women and children waiting to board, while Murdoch allowed a limited number of men to board
if all the nearby women and children had embarked. According to Lightoller, "I yelled at the top of my voice,
'Hadn't we better get the women and children into the boats, sir? By his estimate, she could remain afloat for
no longer than about two hours. Like a giant lever, the hull plates transferred the inward forces, applied to the
edges of the cracked plates by the water rushing into the hull, to the rivets along the plate seams. The British
government's Board of Trade allowed Titanic to sail with insufficient lifeboat accommodation. More about the
Titanic:. Figure 1. Perhaps if it had been equipped with more lifeboats, or if Captain Smith had heeded the
numerous iceberg warnings, the outcome could have been different. They were presumably trapped and
drowned by the rising water below decks. Although, with a total of about 2, passengers aboard, these were not
enough lifeboats to ensure safety for all. Under the same impact loading, the Titanic steel, on the right, was
extremely brittle; it broke in two pieces with little deformation. This was only about half of her full passenger
capacity of 2,, [10] as it was the low season and shipping from the UK had been disrupted by a coal miners'
strike. Engine Oiler Walter Hurst recalled being "awakened by a grinding crash along the starboard side. The
double bottom on ships is constructed by taking two layers of steel that span the length of the ship and
separating them by five feet of space [Garzke and others, ]. The test showed high levels of both oxygen and
sulphur, which implies that the steel was semi-kilned low carbon steel, made using the open-hearth process. It
is one of the many bitter ironies of the Titanic tragedy that the ship might well have avoided the iceberg if
Murdoch had not told the engine room to reduce and then reverse thrust. At , the bow struck the bottom of the
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ocean. Had more lifeboats gone back to aid the other distressed passengers, perhaps more lives could have
been spared.


