
SOCIAL WORK AND HEALTH CARE

Healthcare social work is a specialty within the social work field. A healthcare social worker is someone who helps
people access services and education.

Other bioethical issues concern the nature of relationships and transactions between social workers and
patients or their families. After performing a comprehensive assessment of a patient's support needs, they
work with the patient's family, support system, and other health service providers to coordinate an
individualized discharge plan for in-home medical equipment, transportation, meal plans, counseling, or other
follow-up treatments. The following is a full job description for medical social workers and a guide on how
you can enter this rewarding social work career to make a significant difference in patients' lives. Some will
need help writing advanced directives or making end of life planning. This may involve offering counseling or
therapy. For example, social workers in healthcare settings must be familiar with privacy and confidentiality
norms that govern relationships with patients and families. On occasion, they facilitate the process through
which healthcare professionals negotiate differences of opinion or conflict among themselves concerning
specific ethical issues. Many social workers in healthcare settings provide patients and their families with
counseling, and information about and referral to needed resources e. Medical Social Work Further Reading:.
Social workers' skilled use of mediation techniques can help to resolve disagreements that sometimes arise in
healthcare settings. Social workers' growing awareness of, and enhanced expertise in addressing, bioethical
issues helps to ensure the protection of patients' and families' rights and the soundness of ethical decisions
made in healthcare settings. Although most social workers work in an office, they may spend a lot of time
away from the office visiting clients. Especially since the early s, social workers have been aware of the
diverse and complex bioethical issues involved in healthcare, whether it involves acute or chronic, inpatient or
outpatient, or medical, rehabilitative, nursing, or psychiatric care. Social workers are also skilled in organizing
and facilitating support groups for various populations, such as cancer patients, rape victims, and parents of
seriously impaired infants. Find Your Degree. In addition, social workers may be involved in discussions
about the ethical aspects of healthcare financing mechanisms and cost-containment measures. Assessing the
needs of a patient is usually the first step that a healthcare social worker will take. As vital members of the
healthcare team at hospitals , assisted care facilities, nursing homes, hospices, residential treatment centers,
and other long-term healthcare institutions, medical social workers provide valuable social services to patients
who are in the midst of challenging medical issues. Bioethical issues in healthcare settings present social
workers with complex challenges Reamer, ,  Like all healthcare professionals, in order to participate fully in
discussions of bioethical issues and dilemmas, social workers need specialized knowledge and training. For
example, social workers in a healthcare setting can help clarify the ethical responsibilities of various
professionals when staff suspect child abuse or that a patient with AIDS poses a threat to a third party. Leave a
Reply You must be logged in to post a comment. If you have achieved Master of Social Work MSW from a
CSWE-accredited program and are interested in pursuing a career path that enables you to work within the
thriving healthcare industry, it is highly recommended that you consider becoming a medical social worker.
They excel at socializing, helping others, and teaching. As a result, social workers in healthcare settings are
alert to ethical issues that involve such populations as low-income patients, abused children and elders,
women, refugees and immigrants, substance abusers, ethnic minorities, and gay or lesbian individuals. They
also may advocate for public policy that will enhance protection of the rights of these populations. This might
involve interviewing the patient, their family, and their doctors. They help clients get admitted to inpatient and
outpatient services, find funding sources, fill out paperwork, and find support resources for families. Cabot in 
Medical Social Work Resources In hospital settings, medical social workers may handle discharge planning
and also review new admissions for issues that need addressing. These opportunities exist in hospitals,
neighborhood health and family planning clinics, psychiatric institutions, community mental-health centers,
nursing homes, rehabilitation centers, and other long-term care facilities. A concentration in clinical social
work would be appropriate.


