
HOW TO WRITE A SCREENWRITING PITCH

The secret to pitching a screenplay like a pro is to write a synopsis using these 4 keys that will keep the reader excited.

Can it be summarized in 30 seconds? Passion and dry recitation are mutually exclusive. Walking in with
business cards, one-sheets, prepped pitches, neatly dressed and with a bright smile on your face sends the right
message to legitimate professionals. All rights reserved. Rinse and repeat until you get that recommend. It is
harder for listeners to follow things delivered verbally, especially if the speaker is anxious or rambles. The
writers take up too much of their listeners' time, and at a tightly timed pitch mart they get cut off with no
remaining opportunity to get the buyers' reactions, or even to reveal the good stuff about their scripts. Hot
Docs , an international film festival for documentary filmmakers is getting ridiculously popular. Ironically,
this is done for clarity and not deception. More importantly, it embodies the sum total of the narrative
momentum that is usually only possible in a fully realized screenplay. Lots of action, romance, builds to a
great climax. You need to get that script validated and you need time for rewrites. The fact is, you're going to
be nervous. The people who make trailers do it for a living and some are quite good. Know it well enough that
it will sound natural and conversational, rather than memorized. So now I'm going to share my favorite way of
opening your pitch: Don't wait for the buyer to do anything. Once the introductory connection is made, simply
say, 'Let me begin by telling you how I came up with this story. Whaddya think? Passion is contagious. Ask
their permission? Your name, cell phone number, agency representation, website, IMDB Pro link â€”
basically, links to the top 2 or 3 places where they can find you online. People say you should take your first
script and lock it up somewhere, then go write another one. Then, you can relax and enjoy the festival. Actors,
producers, directors, writers, all kinds of industry professionals are listed there. I want that for you. And don't
worry about nervousness. Instead, open your pitch by saying where you first got the idea for your story. It's no
different with a development executive hearing your pitch. The most obvious difference is length. This may be
because the trailer was made while the film was still in a longer, unedited form.


