
HOW TO WRITE A MEMOIR IN MIDDLE SCHOOL

Having your middle school class write a memoir is an interesting topic that is sure to get your whole class writing. Find
guidelines for helping.

Model these techniques for students with an event from your own life. Whether they admit it or not, readers
care most about their own lives. Your memoir should make clear the difference between who you are today
and who you once were. The more of that you offer, the more successful your book will be. As a class, we
piece together a list of about nine traits that define memoir. This cues the kids to raise their hand. Keeping
your focus helps tell a good story. Maybe one group will value one trait more than another, and it will resonate
more to the group as a whole. This signifies first person. We come to an understanding that memoirs and
autobiographies fundamental similarity is that they are both written by the people they feature. Or if we hear
the author's name, this signifies autobiography. Here are a few ideas for planning a memoir: Divide a page into
six boxes. If my understory had been something different â€” for example, how growing up is about taking
risks â€” then I would have made different choices. I tell the kids if they hear anything examples of what we
have talked about to raise their hands. Knowing or understanding or relating to nothing else about her, I
understand love of family. You might be able to structure your memoir the same way merely by how you
choose to tell the story. The word "I" is a big clue. Their fundamental difference is memoirs are more stylized
and creative. Remember your purpose and audience. They fear abandonment, loneliness, and the loss of loved
ones. Create a three box planner. Too many people in your family and social orbit will know the person,
making your writing legally actionable. You can avoid being preachy by using what I call the Come Alongside
Method. It is a low point value grade, but if the kids come with their book, they get the full points. Write a one
sentence caption under each box. Virtually anything that makes the reader stay with you to find out what
happens is a setup that demands a payoff. Example: Telling My father was a drunk who abused my mother
and me. He described the rides and attractions in great detail. I took this memory and developed it into a
memoir for a high school writing assignment. If pairs finish early, they can begin reading their independent
memoir. I was scared to death every time I heard him come in late at night. Prepare a graphic organizer with
the characteristics of a memoir. Always have extra copies of the book list , as well as extra copies of the
memoirs themselves, on hand. Write on! In some cases, yes. Outline the memoir in three major parts:
beginning, middle and end. Worry less about chronology than theme. Model for students how to use their
resources, demonstrating memoir writing. I make sure to support every student and check-in with them prior
to this date, asking them which book they will choose and how they plan to find this book. How do I know this
will happen?


