
HOW TO WRITE A RETROSPECTIVE CASE SERIES

certain patient category (for example, all patients with tibial fractures)4. The primary A case series is often based on
retrospective observation of patient data.

Keep the pages turning. In the outline, do not be too detailed. Other good sources of advice on scientific
writing are listed in Appendix 2. In the next paragraph, the collection and validation of the data should be
described with particular attention as to how the data quality is ensured, usually with blinding or intra- and
interobserver variability measures. Other coauthors are listed after the first author in order of their level of
contribution. The title should be short. Presumably, all these factors have been decided on before the
experiment occurs, and it is helpful to write this section, and indeed the introduction section as well, before the
experiment occurs. The population should be described in terms of number, sex, age, symptoms, or
presentations. Explicit purpose and hypothesis Materials and Methods. This study suggests that a high-dose
course of corticosteroids is important in the treatment of OPN in severely affected patients. If the reason is the
inadequacy of previous studies, then the two to four most important studies should be cited and their
deficiencies explicitly stated. These programs, I understand, have particular advantages for large projects with
numerous references review articles, chapters and for writers who type their own drafts. Five patients were
ultimately treated with radiosurgery or radiation patients were followed for an average of 10 years. Submit
your paper for review when you think it is good enough. The second paragraph of the introduction should
provide a context and motivation for the current investigation. Writing a research paper, however, is largely
formulaic. By accessing the work you hereby accept the Terms. Such statements are usually vacuous and
impede rather than advance your purposes, and worse, waste the opportunity to make your point in one of the
most important stress positions of the entire manuscript. Talk specifically about your principal findings, which
will be the findings that address the questions posed in the introduction. Two out of five patients received
pegvisomant after failing octreotide but only one patient responded to treatment. You should decide which
rationale best justifies your study. The first paragraph of the results section should describe the study
population if this is a prospective study. The next most important thing is to get the elements of the paper in
some coherent order Appendix 1. This approach first shows that there is some difference between populations
in the global test and then teases out the specific differences between populations in the pairwise comparisons.
To be sure, many younger authors will doubtless prefer software reference programs such as EndNote to the
paper methods just described. These are usually the people in the department who have written and published
many papers. If you have several major points to make, you may need to write more than one paper. Patients
younger than 19 years diagnosed with PG were identified. The conclusion should be limited to one or two
sentences and should directly reflect the words of the purpose. The experiment should be described in steps, so
that readers can reproduce exactly what you did if they so choose. Identifying a target journal early in the
process allows you to format the paper in accordance with the particular guidelines of that journal as you
write. Next, indicate how the study group was assembled.


