
ZOROASTRIAN SACRED WRITING AND LEVITICUS

To the biblical student, the Avesta and the religion of Zoroaster have more than It may fairly be said that the sacred
books of no other people.

The use of younger parts of the Avesta to explain the older parts is equally dangerous. The Vendidad,
Visperad and Yasna are always recited together, and with their chapters intermingled in the ritual, they might
remind one, in fact, of the forms of prayer to - day used in church. We hope you enjoy this web site and what
it represents. Local Iranian dynasties, "all vigorously Muslim," [77] had emerged as largely independent
vassals of the Caliphs. The holy language of the Parsis is an ancient language spoken in Iran, Avesta. Happily
to-day, criticism has led us to a better understanding of such material, and has enabled us to place it in its
proper light, when forming judgment on the customs and beliefs of antiquity. As we have already seen above ,
Gathic ahura meant "divine lord"; Vedic asura meant "demon". For example, if one breaks a word contract,
that is, one made simply by word of mouth, he shall be beaten with six hundred stripes and his next of kin is
answerable for his atonement. Or, as this may be rendered : ' He who slew the dragon Srvara, Which devoured
men and horses, Yellow serpent, rank with poison, Over which poison was streaming â€” Snake with darting,
watchful head, Over whom the yellow poison Thumb-deep in a stream was flowing. The ancestors of the
Persians that is, the Aryan subgroup of the Indo-European peoples and the invaders of northern India were of
the same stock, and it may be assumed that they worshiped a number of similar deities. What is missing of the
original is in a measure made up for, or supplemented by the sacred writings of Sassanian times, the Pahlavi
Books. Most striking is his conception that Arta will be attained in the afterlife, which view reflects the old
Aryan idea that Rta has a location beyond the earth. In fact, we are told the very content of each of the books.
Many Zoroastrians decided to migrate to India. Do ye now therefore assign unto us your aid and in abundance
for our great cause. However, it is almost certain that these hymns were not really composed by the prophet,
because they are written in another language, which is usually called "Younger Avestan". Probably the book
as a whole, if one skips the repetitions which run throughout, is as interesting reading as anything to be found
in Zoroastrian scriptures. Of all the victorious powers, whereby thou art a victor, grant me some. Sasanian
codification Several Sasanian kings were devout Zoroastrians and did much to improve the understanding of
the ancient texts. Who from beneath hath sustained the earth and the clouds above that they do not fall?
Among these deities is Anahita, a fertility and river goddess probably borrowed as was, perhaps, the custom of
incestuous marriages from the non-Aryan Elamites. The collection as a whole covers a very wide range of
material -- historical, religious, cultural --indeed, it is almost encyclopedic in character. The Gathas, the
Yasnas, the Visparad and some fragments. It is hardly more than a century ago that the western world, already
often enriched by the treasures of the East, received another gift, a contribution from Persia, and a new text
deci- phered was added to our list of sacred books of ancient nations â€” this was the Avesta, or Zend-Avesta,
the bible and prayer- book of Zoroaster, the prophet of ancient Iran. If unsuccessful there, he may never
practice on the faithful. The opening chapters of the Yasna contain passages for recitation at the sacrifice â€” a
sacrifice consisting chiefly of praise and thanksgiving, accompanied by ritual ceremonies. All this a separate
paper on Pahlavi literature might well show. Post navigation. The text known as Denkard, which we will
discuss below , mentions a collection made for king Shapur I r. Good is H a oma, and the well-endowed, exact
and righteous in its nature, and good inherently, and healing, beautiful of form, and good in deed, and most
successful in its working, goldenhued, with bending sprouts. Thank you so much. It is comparatively little
known in the Western world, probably because Zoroastrianism as a living faith no longer occupies a place of
great importance. In the earth shall Ahriman hide, In the earth, the demons hide.


