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One theme is the contribution of economic factors to the outcome of the war. Our book the half century after World War
II was much faster than in the half century wars stimulated economic and social changes which had positive as well as.

The physical and economic recovery of Europe was, despite the enormous damage done to the infrastructure,
industry, agriculture and commerce, to be quicker than most observers expected and that of Western Europe
was spectacular after the bleak and austere immediate post-war years. He was also the first to claim the U.
This led to their advocating and receiving the right to vote. How the War Ended By the end of , France had
lost 3 million soldiers. Particularly in Western societies, many who had survived the war could feel optimism
that their future would be brighter than the past; for many others, particularly in societies in Eastern Europe
that had been ripped apart, the postwar world appeared anything but bright. We also collected external data on
casualties, timing and location of combat action, yearly GDP by country, population movements, and
male-female population ratios. Britain, for instance, can be seen as taking up where it had left off in in moving
from the s towards a consumer-orientated economy and society. The Western Front quickly stabilized, with
almost no movement of more than a few hundred yards. There was a plethora of state controlled marketing
boards and rationing persisted into the s. Germany sunk four more U. French administrators, focused on
supporting the armies on the Western Front, disregarded or suppressed protest movements. Even in
revolutionary Russia , there was an upsurge in marriages after the First World War. Report on the Work of the
High Commission for Refugees. Germany was shocked by how strict the treaty was. As Germans rapidly lost
buying power, they began looking to anyone who offered a solution. Whether these twin developments were
complementary or whether the latter involved a degree of anti-Americanism is arguable, especially in the case
of France. Nationalism was increasing among countries that resented their inclusion in empires. We construct
several measures of war exposureâ€”experience of dispossession, persecution, combat in local areas, and
hunger periods. They reinstated a modified gold standard afterward, but became less attached to it and
eventually dropped it. As the Cold War developed, it became clear that only two powers in the world had
emerged from the war with enhanced strength and that these two "super powers" were the USA and the Soviet
Union or USSR. Since the end of WWII, western continental Europe has had a rich and sometime tumultuous
economic and political history, the effects of which on its residents are not well documented. Increasing
conflict between the tsar and the Duma destroyed popular and elite support for the old regime. Iron mining and
steel manufacture grew enormously. Diamond and gold mining also expanded during the war. As a result,
Germany experienced hyperinflation. Parts of the Soviet Union had been fought over three times, while
Poland had suffered aggression from both Germany and Russia in and the Soviet advance in had paused only
to allow the German army to destroy Warsaw. After the First World War, the removal of people because of the
language they spoke, the faith they held or the ethnic group with which they identified accelerated. Even
someone as anti-American as Hitler enjoyed watching Hollywood musicals, ironically, often made by
American-Jewish film moguls. This process has gone furthest in Germany and has been marked by the
de-militarisation of the state and by what some have seen as "constitutional patriotism". The U. It has been
estimated that altogether between 6. In addition to a standard set of demographic attributes age, marital status,
education , SHARE data include health variables self-reported health, health conditions, health behaviors ,
psychological variables e. As a result, the war against Serbia brought in Russia. Many women also had to
return to a more domestic life when the men came home as a result of a law called Restoration of Pre-War
Practices Act. Exposure to war and more importantly to individual-level shocks caused by the war
significantly predicts economic and health outcomes at older ages. Parallel, however, to the close association
in defence and politics with the United States was a movement towards European unity. The impact of war
upon societies has since become a major field of study and much work has concentrated upon the social and
cultural as well as the political and economic impact of the Second World War. It is an earthquake which is
upheaving the very rocks of European life. Few would deny that the great context for the development of
Europe, politically, socially and economically, in the immediate post-war years was the war, but did it really
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transform Europe and, if so, for how long? The final section highlights our main conclusions. The war
weakened the gold standard. The success of the Western European economies in recovering from the nadir of
was infinitely superior to the much more limited progress made by the Soviet Bloc, but it is easy from an early
twenty-first perspective to underestimate the limited but real achievements of the Eastern European economies
in the first post-war decades. The greatest rapid demobilisation was that of the German armies following the
Armistice in November  Britain paid the war costs of most of its Allies until it ran out of money, then the US
took over, funding those Allies and Britain as well.


