
TYPES OF COMPARISON ESSAYS

A comparison essay is a special type of formal academic writing, which involves comparing and contrasting two objects.
The basic idea of the given essay type.

You are comparing three or more subjects as opposed to the traditional two. With this kind of purpose,
comparison often stresses the advantages of one item and the disadvantages of the other, treating the items as
if they are in competition with each other. After you finish analyzing the subjects, write a conclusion that
summarizes the main points of the essay and reinforces your thesis. Two historical periods or events When did
they occurâ€”do you know the date s and duration? Your ideas about B build upon or extend your ideas about
A. This essay type is common at university, where lecturers frequently test your understanding by asking you
to compare and contrast two theories, two methods, two historical periods, two characters in a novel, etc. Be
aware, too, of the placement of your different points. Though Native Americans inhabited the land several
thousand years earlier, and settlers inhabited the land as early as the sixteenth century, the city did not become
the capital of the United States until the s. If this effect essay were about a volcanic eruption again, it might go
something like this: "The eruption caused many terrible things to happen; it destroyed homes, forests, and
polluted the atmosphere. Thus, if you use the subject-by-subject form, you will probably want to have a very
strong, analytical thesis and at least one body paragraph that ties all of your different points together. Suppose
that you are writing a paper comparing two novels. It can also describe what something is, or how something
happened. The essay could be a list-like description that provides point by point details. Washington, DC, on
the other hand, has only formally existed since the late eighteenth century. Deciding what to focus on By now
you have probably generated a huge list of similarities and differencesâ€”congratulations! How old are they?
If we were comparing two mechanical pencils [the two pencils would be our "items"], for example, we might
compare them on the bases of price, durability, and ease of use [those would be our "points" or "criteria"].
Professors often like the alternating system because it generally does a better job of highlighting similarities
and differences by juxtaposing your points about A and B. Do they have any relationship to each other? You
may also consider your particular approach to the subjects as well as the nature of the subjects themselves;
some subjects might better lend themselves to one structure or the other. The example below shows a cause
essay, one that would explain how and why an event happened. London, for example, has a history that dates
back over two thousand years. What kinds of governments were there? Sometimes the whole essay will
compare and contrast, though sometimes the comparison or contrast may be only part of the essay. From that
point onward to today, however, Washington, DC, has increasingly maintained significant global influence.
Item A. It would be better to write about how sensitive both horses and cats are to human needs and emotions.
With this purpose, none of the items being compared need to be viewed as superior to the others. The analysis
goes deeper than a simple dictionary definition; it should attempt to explain why the term is defined as such.
For instance, a comparative essay on the French and Russian revolutions might examine how both revolutions
either encouraged or thwarted innovation in terms of new technology, military strategy, and the administrative
system. Or, it could function as a story, keeping the reader interested in the plot and theme of the event
described. Two ideas or theories Did they originate at some particular time?


