
THE MADNESS OF OPHELIA ESSAY

Free Essay: The character of Ophelia is an excellent element of drama used to develop interpretations of Shakespeare's
text. At the beginning of the play.

Dane writes, "Both brother and father smother Ophelia in an incestuous strangle-hold, each the self-appointed
tutor of her moral, intellectual, even psychological development"  She tells them her feelings, but they say no,
she is not to speak to Hamlet again and must obey. Misery breeds madness, and madness leads to inevitable
death. She is desperate to be an individual with a voice of her own, and is constantly denied just that.
Interpretations about Ophelia's character have ranged from being a woman who lost her sanity upon her father,
Polonius' death to being the object of hatred by Hamlet. Ophelia and Gertrude are dismissed as characters
through the entire play because they are women. It could be argued that this is solely because of patriarchal
society. However, that is not always the case. Dane writes, "Both brother and father smother Ophelia in an
incestuous strangle-hold, each the self-appointed tutor of her Ophelia's Road To Madness Essay words - 5
pages Ophelia's madness we soon find out that Hamlet later on in Act III scene IV after the The Murder of
Gonzago play is over Hamlet kills Polonius assuming that it is Claudius who is behind the curtain. By means
of madness, Ophelia has discovered her own voice and her inner self without any interference from male
figures. Two of these maddened characters are Hamlet and Ophelia, who also share a love for each other.
Polonius asks her if she has done anything to set him off and she tells him that she had only done what he had
told her to do, she refused his letters and denied him access to her. Such a relationship is exactly what Elaine
Showalter discusses in her essay -- "Representing Ophelia: Women, Madness, and the Responsibilities of
Feminist Criticism" -- "I will be showing first of all the representational bonds between female insanity and
female sexuality" Showalter  When Ophelia first appears in the play she is speaking to Laertes and later
Polonius about Hamlet. While slightly lesser known, Hamlet has had much the same degree of impact. When
analysing his character, Laertes and Fortinbras are often brought in as examples of less extreme characters
dealing with similar but more tangible dilemmas. In the beginning of the play we see Hamlet having feelings
for Ophelia, but then we see him talk down to Ophelia and start to deny his feelings towards her. Polonius uses
her to further his own agenda. Ophelia speaks about Similar Essays Ophelia's Shift To Madness Essay words -
5 pages later, and then went mad, which caused her to never gain her own identity. She details the intimacies
of her relationship with Hamlet, saying in her song that she lost her virginity to him, and after she had given
herself to him he refused to marry her. But though their irrational behavior is often similar and their fates
alike, one is truly mad while the other is not. But though their irrational behavior is often similar and their
fates alike, one is truly mad while the other is not. Hamlet's madness comes and goes; Ophelia's does not. The
connection of one to the other, of character to condition, is so intertwined and entangled that Hamlet has come
to symbolize the particular form of madness i. Ophelia loves her father but it isn't incestual. This paper argues
that the contrapuntal character in the play, namely Ophelia, acts as a balancing argument to Hamlet's madness
or sanity. Ophelia, in Act IV, Scene V of Hamlet, can be found shrieking, screaming, and singing nonsensical
songs to the king and queen of Denmark.


