
HOW TO WRITE AN OPENING AND CLOSING STATEMENT FOR MOCK

TRIAL

Trying to write the perfect opening or closing statement for your mock trial case, but unsure where to start? Don't
worryâ€” CollegeVine has the.

At best the judge will see it as a careless mistake. Mistakes to Avoid in an Opening Argument There are
certain very common mistakes which should be avoided at all costs during opening statements. If an opposing
witness was impeached during cross examinationâ€”that is, they made a statement during questioning
inconsistent with their witness statement in the casebook, and the questioning attorney formally drew attention
to this inconsistencyâ€”this is the place to remind the court. At CollegeVine, we provide guidance to high
school students to help them strengthen their extracurricular profiles. Finally, avoid pacing or walking in
circles while you deliver your opening statement because this tends to distract the jury. Judges have to pick
jurors that don't know anything about a case â€” that way the jurors can be impartial. This allows an attorney
to speak much more concretely about what evidence favors their case. At worst, it can even be seen as a
malicious attempt to deceive the court. Yours is the last thing the jury will hear before the questioning begins.
More Info:. Your listener will remember the beginning and ending of your argument more than anything else,
so make your summation count. Additionally, people in general tend to speed up and talk too fast when
looking at or reading from a paper. For example, the prosecution can remind the judge of the suffering of the
victim and the need for justice. Use proper body language and tone of voice to make a favorable impression as
you deliver your opening statement. Mistakes to Avoid in a Closing Argument Just as with opening, there are
common mistakes to avoid when conducting the closing argument. The more an attorney moves about a
courtroom, the greater control they have over it. A short explanation of the evidence that will be presented.
Another extremely common mistake is to reference evidence that had actually been excluded via objection.
Conversely, the defense can emphasize the bright prospects of the defendant, and any positive characteristics
they may possess. Managing Editor at CollegeVine Blog Short bio Anamaria is an Economics major at
Columbia University who's passionate about sharing her knowledge of admissions with students facing the
applications process. This allows for a streamlined introduction to the facts, as well as the structure of the case,
and minimizes confusion created by varying orders. Although the exact structure and order of these elements
within the overall argument will vary, it is important to include significant detail about each in order to lay the
proper groundwork for the case an attorney intends to present. Take Advantage of Our Online Resources.
When a judge hears which elements that will be proved, and understands how the other side must respond to
win the case, they will be able to follow the testimony of witnesses much more closely and understand the
significance of facts presented. Important parts of a case such as the burden of proof, the elements of the
crime, and the requirements to find guilt or innocence can only be brought up during opening or closing
arguments. You will need to write out an outline and practice delivering it without notes if possible. The same
goes for misquoting witnesses.


