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Civilisation and Barbarity - Golding uses the conflict between Ralph and Jack to represent the conflict
between civilisation and barbarity on the island. Not only Simon and Piggy, but all the boys on the island.
Throughout the novel there is an ever-present focus on the loss of innocence amongst the boys, shown by the
deterioration of social skills and their retrogression into a barbaric form of society. Born in Oklahoma in ,
Ellison was heavily influenced by his namesake, transcendentalist Ralph Waldo Emerson. Many schools
require their students to read Lord of the Flies because of the literary criticisms in the book. In the earlier parts
of the novel, Ralph is unable to understand why the other boys would give in to base instincts of bloodlust and
barbarism. He says they'll use the conch to take it in turns to speak. Elected the leader of the boys at the
beginning of the novel, Ralph is the primary representative of order, civilization, and productive leadership in
the novel. Also, in this novel the story revolves around the narrator as an individual. As the first leader, he set
civil rules to live on the island. Ralph is interesting because he is the one boy on the island who has matured
and grown a strong moral centre prizing civility over savagery. When the time comes to investigate the castle
rock, Ralph takes the lead alone, despite his fear of the so-called beast. Ralph realises that Jack needs to lead.
In the beginning the reader is introduced to the character Simon. We can see clearly here that there is a sense
of democracy, any boy who wishes to speak will be given the chance to do so. Ralph continues to exert his
authority over the boys. Ralph sees that the boys are starting to move away from their civility as time passes
and he tries to remind the boys of who they are. Ralph is also clearly the leader here as he is the one in charge
of where the conch goes. As the novel progresses, however, Ralph, like Simon, comes to understand that
savagery exists within all the boys. He demonstrates his independence in many parts of the Lord of the Flies
which shows how self-sufficient Ralph really is. Even though Piggy was the boy to put him in that position,
Ralph already had his mind set on his leadership role and what he wanted to get accomplished. This scene is
interesting as the group of boys can now see the split between Jack and Ralph and will be forced to take sides,
and Ralph here actually looks weaker because he is not using brute strength. Ralph sees that there is an
'indefinable connection' between him and Jack which means Jack can't leave him along. By the time he holds
an assembly about the beast, Ralph he realised that Piggy is a good thinker. With reference to the text show
how the writer made the character interesting. The first way Ralph proves to be interesting is when he
establishes a sense of order on the island. There's a 'mildness about his mouth' that suggest he's kind and
good-natured. This demonstrates his civilized character by proving he always tried to do the right thing. The
narrator remains a voice throughout the entire novel, never establishing a concrete presence in the story. Jack
is a very important dynamic character in Lord of the Flies because he goes through the most changes during
the novel. During the crisis caused by the sight of the dead paratrooper on the mountain, Ralph is able to
proceed with both sense and caution. He says they should talk about the beast and 'decide there's nothing in it'.
Ralph is the one who conceives the meeting place, the fire, and the huts. But this knowledge also enables him
to cast down the Lord of the Flies at the end of the novel. Ralph's emotions show the story changing from one
of exciting adventure, into one of terrifying violence. These two energies are sex â€” the pleasure principle
and aggression.


