
AN ANALYSIS OF AYN RANDS THEORY OF OBJECTIVISM

Objectivism is a philosophical system developed by Russian-American writer Ayn Rand. Rand .. During , Peikoff
published Objectivism: The Philosophy of Ayn Rand, a comprehensive exposition of Rand's Objectivism has been
termed "fiercely anti-academic" because of Rand's criticism of contemporary intellectuals.

What if we indeed allowed ourselves to be blinded to all but our own self-interest? Liberty, altuism and justice
are abstract moral values and you simply cannot derive them from physical facts about the world. Once again
my previous Hub addresses this in much greater detail which is a pretty good thing because Ayn Rand never
does. Hunt, L. His mind is given to him, its content is not. Fundamentally, it requires rational respect for the
facts of reality, including the facts about our human nature and needs. Epistemologically, the Randian view is
that man's mind is competent to achieve objectively valid knowledge of that which exists. Her novels inspire
readers because they present heroes of unbreached integrity, heroes who lead colorful and remarkable lives
and succeed not in spite of, but because of, their uncompromising virtue. A right is a moral principle defining
and sanctioning a man's freedom of action in a social context. This article represents an introduction to her
systematic vision by presenting her essential ideas in a logical, accessible manner. Man's need for these
principles is his need for a code of morality. Hence they can only be corrected by conscious reasoning, and in
a conflict between reason and emotions, one must always side with the former. Happiness requires that one
live by objective principles, including moral integrity and respect for the rights of others. Executives started
undermining other units because they knew their bonuses were tied to individual unit performance. Hunt, and
David Kelley, and a Reply by Badhwar. She says that force is unjustified but gives us no real criteria to judge
this on. Objectivism is optimistic, holding that the universe is open to human achievement and happiness and
that each person has within him the ability to live a rich, fulfilling, independent life. To remain alive, he must
think. New York: Oxford University Press. Rand rejects the criticism that unregulated, laissez-faire capitalism
would lead to a concentration of power in a few hands and undermine equality of opportunity because
laissez-faire capitalism requires the rule of law, a well-defined system of property rights, freedom of contract,
and, as a corollary, a government that abstains from all favoritism. In Rand succeeded in obtaining permission
to visit relatives in the United States; hating the Soviet system, she left with no intention of returning. Rand's
moral theory of self-interest is derived from man' s nature as a rational being and end in himself, recognizes
man's right to think and act according to his freely-chosen principles, and reflects a man's potential to be the
best person he can be in the context of his existing circumstances. If he does not choose to live, nature will
take its course. Regarding the topic of ethics, Kelley has argued in works such as Unrugged Individualism and
The Contested Legacy of Ayn Rand that Objectivists should pay more attention to the virtue of benevolence
and place less emphasis on issues of moral sanction. An item of knowledge cannot be "disqualified" by being
arrived at by a specific process in a particular form. The thing that is crazy about this is that she gives no
argument to why this is objective at all. Faith, for Rand, is not a "short-cut" to knowledge, but a "short-circuit"
destroying it. Hank Rearden, in Atlas Shrugged, is the great innocent living under a burden of unearned guilt
because of his mistaken sense of honor and his charity towards a family interested only in manipulating and
using him.


